State panel
to vote on

biomonitor

Program would

measure toxins
stored in body

By Richard Halstead
N reporier

A bill establishing & program
for measuring the kvels of ndus-
triml chemicals in the bodies of
volunteer subjects 1s up for a vote
today in the state Assembly’s
Heakth Committes.

The vote follows an announce-
ment from the U.S, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
that it will provide a minimam of
$1.7 million to pay for the bio-
monitoring program. Biomoni-
toring, short for biological mani-
toring, is the process by which
chemicals in & person’s body ars
measured using samples of breast
milk, blood, urine, or fatty tissue,

A nonprofit health and eavi-
ronmental research institute
based in Bolinas, Commonweal,
co-sponsored the legislation to-
gether with the Breast Cancer
Fund, based in San Fransisca,

*We all have our fingers
crossed,” said Sharvle Patton, di-
rector of Commonweal’s Bio-
monitoring Center.

The bill, SBE00, has passed the
state Senate, If the legislation is
approved by the Assembly and
signed by Gov, Amold Schwarzs
negger, testing could begin next
vear with the federal money, Tha
funding commitment came in re-
gponse to a request from 1.5,
Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-San Fran-

CIsCO,

“We are experiencing a dra-
matic incrense in chronie dis-
eased and illnesses and mounting
evidenee links the incidence and
severity of some illnesses and dis-
eases to environmental contami-
nants,” said state Sen. Deborah
Ortiz, D-Sacramento, one of the
bill"s co-authors,

Theso chronic discases inchada
cancer, asthma, hirth defects, de-
velopmental disabilities, en-
dnmhl:‘!.r':-l‘:uh and infertility, bio-
moniforng proponents say.

“This bill will enabbe s to know
just which touie pollutants are in
ourr bodies and move sccordingly
to improve evoryone's health and
wifety,” sald Ortiz, head of the
Senate Health Committes,

The bill & opposed by several
industry groups, The Califormia
Chamber of Commearca is con-
cerned that the legislation might
lead to the elimination or reduc-
tion of chemicals that have not
boan proven harmiful

“The approsch suggested in
SBE00 that relies on biomaonitor-
ing data as the sole indicator for
public health intervention is seci-
entifically flawed and would lead
to an urwise wse of limited re-
spurces,” the chamber said

The CDC reported in January
03 that it found 116 enwviromn.
mental chemicals in the & 000
people it tested across the United
States in too years, The chemi-
cals included: lead, mercury, cad-
polvehlorinated biphenyls
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* (PCBa), herbicides, various types

of pesticides, and phthalates, an
industrial chemical found in per-
furne and hair spray.

The CDC studies found that
Moexican American children had
three times the levels of the toxie
insecticide DDT as to
other participants. DDT has
been banned in the United States
for ower 30 years,

EBarlier this year, the Oakland
Tribune relsased the results of bi-
olelogical testing done on &

family of four picked at
random. In addition to PCBs,
plasticizers, mercury, lead :nd
eadrmium, the tests revealed ex-
tremely high levels of a flame re-
tardant — polybrominated
diphenyl ether.

There are an estimated A5 000
chemicals registered for use by

the Environmental Protection
Agency, and 2,000 new chemicals
are added every year, Patton said,
But there are methods for detect-
ing only 430 of them.

"Mo one knows what level is
safe,” Patton said. “We get arum-
ber from the CDC to indicate
what load the sverage American
carries, but that miy not be a ef-
wrenwce for safety.”

EBE00 would create a 16-mem-
ber advisory panel to overses the
bismenitoring program, which
would be executed by the State
Department of Health Services
and the Califomis Exvironmen-
tal Protection Agency. The Séri-
ate Appropriations Committes
estimates the program would cost
£4 million a year,
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